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STOCKDALE'S WATERMELON JUBILEE.
For the last 42 years, the city of Stockdale
in Wilson County has put on a show that can't be beat.
It's the famous
Watermelon Jubilee, and from June 18 through 20, the city will hold the 43rd
annual installment of this South Texas tradition.
The Chamber of COllllllerce in Stockdale has honored me with its invitation
to participate--and wild horses couldn't keep me away from Stockdale and the
Watermelon Jubilee.
(This area of South Texas is famous for the superior melons
grown by the farmers--and despite the heavy rains, we know there will be lots
of good melons to be eaten at the Jubilee.
As your Congressman has done in the past, he'll be down in Stockdale on
Saturday, June 20, to participate in the big morning parade.
There will be
floats that pass in reviewnand we judges will have quite a chore because I
know from prior Jubilees, the parade entries can be spectacular!
There will
be a full day of games, food, drinks, a fiddlers' contest--and much more! It
will be a great event for the whole family.

ACADEMICS AND FOOTBALL MIX WELL IN THE VALLEY.
Valley High School athletes
have the opportunity to show the world they can be great sportsmen as well
as scholastic achievers--thanks to the All Valley Academic Football Team concept
initiated by the FINA and the J&E Oil Company in conjunction with KVLY-FM Radio.
Your Congressman was asked to speak at the evening banquet on June 19
in McAllen where 11 outstanding Valley football lettermen will be honored for
their academic excellence as well as sports prowess.
It is a privilege for
me to speak before this group of young men who have shown the pundits that
sports and schooling can go together--and mix with great success.
At the banquet, an honorary football team of 11 young men will be introduced
(11 is the number of field players in football) from surrounding Valley schools.
These 11 were chosen earlier through a Valley-wide competition among the schools.
The collective grade point average of the honorary 11 was 94.5 percent!
Of
all the students throughout the Valley nominated for the honorary team, the
average grade point was 90 percent and above. Now that's achievement.
Through the generosity of the FINA Company and J&E Oil Company, one of
the outstanding 11 will be chosen to receive a $1,000 scholarship to the college
of his choice.
Speaking to this group of high achievers wi 11 be one of the
finest things your Congressman has done in a long, long time.
This proves
the value of education and athletics combined--these young men might well
represent our nation's next generation of great thinkers and leaders.
Speaking
to them will be an honor all mine.
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ICE CREAM FOR AMERICA.
Summertime is dairy time.
And each year the
International Ice Cream Association and Milk Industry Foundation puts on a
big ice cream party in the Courtyard of the Russell Senate Office Building
here in Washington.
Yours truly always stops by along with many other
Representatives and Senators who share our belief that ice cream is the best
of two worlds: nutrition and just plain good eating.
The Ice Cream for America party is being held today, June 18, (our good
friend H. Lee Richards' of Hygeia Dairy in Harlingen has come to Washington
to be with us) and just prior to the event, a Capitol Hill Ice Cream Survey
was circulated to Members of the lOOth Congress to guage sentiment on this
subject.
Your Congressman filled out the survey--and I said that it's impossible
to budget too much time for ice cream eatingnand that I never have to travel
any farther than my office freezer for a scoop of ice cream! Under the category
of foreign affairs, I reported that "guacamole ice cream" was the most unusual
flavor I had ever eaten.
Under the category of veterans' 'affairs, I said I
had been eating ice cream since the beginning of time!
We have a lot of fun doing this promotional event for ice cream--but behind
the fun there is a real message.
Ice cream is a unique form of nutritious
food that also represents a big jobs maker in the U.S.
Ice cream manufacturers
represent a multi-billion dollar industry employing tens of thousands of people
across
the nation.
Every time an ice cream cone is purchased t you are
contributing to a major jobs creator in our nation--and you can't beat th~t.
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OUR FRIEND--THE "CHACHALACA".
The Frontera Audubon Society in the Rio Grande
Valley presented your Congressman with a fine picture of the exotic "Chachalaca"
bird in a ceremony held Friday, June 12, in McAllen.
The Society did this
as a way of thanking me for my support of increased federal funding to continue
work on the Rio Grande Valley National Wildlife Refuge.
When members of the Audubon Society and Bird Rescue came to Washington
in February (I made arrangements for them to testify before a Subcommittee
of Congress on the refuge funding matter), I told them about my faded photograph
of a Chachalaca that I have had for years--and how I really admired that bird
since my early days as a youth roaming the banks of the Rio Grande.
Well no way can I tell you how pleasantly surprised I was to learn that
a numbered print of a Chachalaca from the Audubon Society's private collection
was to be given me!
It hangs proudly in our Congressional office in Washington
for all to see. My thanks and supreme admiration for the Audubon Society.
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A PERSONAL THANKS FROM THE PRESIDENT.
It's not often one receives a personal
note from the President of the United States--and your Congressman was shown
this honor when President Reagan wrote me recently to say thanks for the Texas
Super sweet 1015 onions which we sent him in Mayas part of a South Texas Onion
Committee and Harlingen Chamber of Commerce promotional effort on our unique
Valley onions.
In his note, the President conveyed his thanks to the sponsors, and
commented that these "specially grown onions are always a memorable treat."
He said "Nancy joins me in sending our warm best wishes to you and everyone
who participated in this gesture of friendship." And best of all, the President
signed his note with "Ron."

#

#

#

FATHER'S DAY.
Your Congressman and his family take this opportuni ty to wish
every "Dad" in South Texas a great and wonderful Father' s Day Sunday with his
family and friends!
The father's presence in the family is a bond of strength,
the courage of protection, and a commitment to providing with love and caring.
For those no longer with us, we add a silent prayer and a joyful remembrance
of the days spent together.
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VISITORS FROM HOME.
Mr & Mrs Gerald Black of Freer; Carol Verdooren & son,
of McAllen; Esper K Chandler of Edinburg; Noe Cavazos and son Eddie, of Weslaco;
Saul Mata of Donna; Mrs Gen Long of Mission; Mr Matt Gorges of Harlingen; Bob
Chandler of McAllen.
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